


Placement Year: Industry Letter
LCF Graduate Futures
[image: ]
2020/21
[image: ]	Guide to Work: China	2
Diploma in Professional Studies 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students from the integrated Masters in Cosmetic Science at London College of Fashion can take a placement year between years 2 and 3 of their studies. This Placement Year is accredited with the Diploma in Professional Studies (DiPS). This is a UAL Award for the completion of a period of professional placement or Study Abroad. Students have the option to:
Join a company full-time for a one-year placement.
Undertake two placements of 6 months each.
During their placement year our students may be based in a laboratory, for example in an R&D department working on formulation development. Or they can be engaged in raw material testing, product evaluation, legislation, packaging development, quality control and marketing. Our students are able to work in the UK and internationally. We have many long-standing relationships with companies and we actively build new connections.  
A DiPS placement aims to instil an appreciation of workplace cultures and practices. It's a chance for students to view course content from a business perspective; developing transferable skills to enhance their career. During a placement, students should experience the pace, atmosphere and discipline of the industry. They should be involved in the day-to-day activities of a business. Students need to show their progression in learning and responsibility whilst on Placement. Their progress is monitored by an academic DiPS Leader. They will visit the student and their line manager during the placement, gain feedback and discuss any queries. During the the DiPS process supports academic studies with the writing of a Placement Report and Reflective Log. The topic is negotiated with the line manager, to make sure it is relevant and beneficial to the student and the company.
We expect our students to fully commit to their placement, becoming an active and committed member of the company. Many will have to leave part-time jobs to dedicate themselves to this experience or will have to relocate. Therefore, we would try to prioritise paid internships.

Contact information
Graduate futures Placements Team: placements@fashion.arts.ac.uk 
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